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It’s interesting to see how designers approach projects 
diff erently while working globally. What would you say 
is important to you as a young Architect?

I’m extremely interested in the performative aspect of 
buildings and ensuring that we’re constantly striving to 
create viable, sustainable ecosystems at every scale. As 
architects we can utilize environmental data analysis to 
create climate responsive designs. 

I am part of a team that creates Pei Cobb Freed’s annual 
report for the AIA 2030 Commitment. The 2030 commitment 
is a holistic f rm wide, project based, data driven process that 
helps participating f rms work towards designing carbon 
neutral buildings, developments and major renovations 
by 2030. It is essentially a benchmarking tool so that 
participating f rms can see how their projects contribute to 
the environmental e ffort. The AIA has developed a research 

tool that allows projects to compare with others of similar 
type, size, climate and other attributes across the 2030 
portfolio. It’s an incredible way to track the f rm’s progress 
and see where our designs stand on the energy spectrum. 

Through my professional journey, I have grown to be 
conscious about the environmental implications of our 
design decisions, especially while working on projects at 
the large scale of skyscrapers and campus planning. I think 
it’s important to try and adapt existing projects to meet 
contemporary standards. It is impressive to note how Pei 
Cobb Freed & Partners has been involved in the restoration, 
modernization & improvement of a historically signif cant 
commercial tower in New York. This is a great example of 
how we can reduce our carbon and material footprint by 
reinvigorating existing structures. 

As a practicing professional from the current generation 
of budding architects, how do you think technology has 
enabled design thinking? 

As young designers we have the ability to three 
dimensionally iterate through di fferent design options, 
to test their viability and ensure they achieve the design 
intent with the help of advanced software. I’m constantly 
looking for new tools and processes that make workf ows 
more effi  cient as projects develop. I recently participated in 
Thorton Tomasetti’s hackathon in New York where my group 
developed and won a prize for our project called ‘Building 
Ballot’. The application we developed uses augmented 
reality, which melds design solutions with physical spaces, 
to allow clients to walk through diff erent design schemes 
for a project. What makes our project di fferent is the way we 
incorporated data attributes of each design scenario so that 
clients can have a holistic understanding of each scheme 
to make decisions. For example to design the interiors of 
an offi  ce conference room, we developed three diff erent 
furniture options. As the user toggles through diff erent types 
of offi  ce chairs we selected, they can see attributes of the 
chair that would inf uence their decision, beyond just the 
aesthetics, such as the cost of the chair, the diff erent material 
options, the ergonomic performance, the life cycle of the 
product, etc. Therefore, it enables diff erent stakeholders to 
collaborate seamlessly and make informed decisions, vote 
and share feedback with the design team. AR and VR have an 
incredible potential, to portray what designs will feel like. I’ve 
found the immersive experience coupled with sophisticated 
rendering capabilities, make it a powerful tool to share 
designs with clients. I’m optimistic to stay engaged with new 
tools that improve the way we communicate our ideas.Project as a part of a team Pei Cobb Freed & Partners, New York
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